REMARKS 

The present application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/718.416, filed November 24, 2000. 

The present Preliminary Amendment is being filed together with the Rule 1 .53(b) 
Continuation Application papers. 

Claims 35 to 41 are pending in the application. Claim 35 is the only independent 
claim. Original Claims 1 to 34 have been cancelled. Claims 35 to 41 are newly presented 
herein. 

In formal matters, the specification has been amended to improve its form, 
including amendments previously entered in parent Application No. 09/718,416. No new 
matter has been added. 

By separate paper submitted concurrently herewith, Applicant has submitted an 
Information Disclosure Statement, listing the art of record in parent Application No. 
09/718,416. 

Applicant submits that the present application is in allowable form. Favorable 
consideration of the claims and specification of the subject application at the Examiner's 
earliest convenience are earnestly are solicited. 
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Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office 
by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below-listed address. 




FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile No.: (212) 218-2200 



-11- 



